Christian Committee for the Displaced. 

Josie Beecher says her work with 
Mendardo Gomez, the Lutheran bishop 
in El Salvador, is deepened by the fact 
that she is a parent. He also has children 
and weighs their safety against his 
commitment. 

“He has five kids and he is somebody 
that is under constant surveillance and 
death threats. He’s in many ways the 
successor to Archbishop Romero. One 
of the reasons he and I have come to be 
close is that we both have children. We 
worry about the consequences of the 
decisions that we make. 

“The people I work with are generally 
women with kids. It’s back to that story 
of Abraham and Isaac. I couldn’t do my 
work at my best if I didn’t have my child 
there. I couldn’t be the best possible 
mother if I weren’t doing the work that’s 
sO important to me.” 


Josie Beecher, who grew up in Se- 


attle, was raised an Episcopalian and 
remains one, she says, despite the fact 
that she attended an Episcopal boarding 
school in La Jolla, California. She adds 
that her bishop, Ronald Haines, in the 
Diocese of Olympia, continues to be 
extremely supportive. 

Mariana Beecher was adopted by Josie 
Beecher five years ago in Guatemala. 
Her birth mother was a Salvadoran refu- 
gee who delivered her in a refugee 
camp. 

Asked whether women in El Salvador 
ever try to avoid birth because conditions 
are too awful, Beecher said, “No. I’ve 
listened to so many stories of woinen, on 
the move from the military, dropping out 
of the line to give birth and joining back 
at the end of the line to keep moving. 
They tell those stories over and over 
again because it is a story for life. It is 
such a constant battle against death -- be 
it starvation or bombings. Death is so 
present that women there are constantly 
exercising forcefully that option for life.” 
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Note to readers! 

If your copy of the October, 1991 
Witness is in the recycling heap and 
you have 98 cents to spare, we'd 
appreciate having it returned. We 





have had many requests for that issue. 
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